Chapter VII
ADEN TOWN

The fourth haven is called AHADEN> and stands in a certain little island joining}
as it were, to the main, in the land of the Saracens,              MAMNO SANJJDO,

At the Gate of the Orient, sentinel stands
Aden, majestic, oer Amby's sands.
What legend and lore of the mystical East!
What glamour romantic what riot andfeast!
It beckons and calls like a Siren; but then
My heart is athirstfor old Sydney again.
Trooper Bluegum in "The Old Country".   ED. ERNEST RHYS.

BOOKS by casual travellers through the Red Sea usually describe Aden in
one of three ways: (a) by sheer fiction, (b) the description of a bawdy adven-
ture in Harlots' Row at Sheikh Othman, or (c) the old-fashioned "Coau
Hole of the East" business, dismissing the place as too frightful for contem-
plation and too uninteresting for description. There is much to be said for
the last, A stranger with an hour or two to spare, who conies offa comfort-
able ship in the heat of a summer's day into the dust of Aden, and climbs
in a fit of conscientious sight-seeing to the top of the Tanks, is not likely to
go away with much sense of having experienced a taste of the Romantic
Colourful East. Even a visitor who stays a day or two at one of Aden's
hotels is not in much better case, unless he has someone to look after him.
For a soulless, military officialdom did its best to see that nothing picturesque
or beautiful was ever allowed to raise its head amongst the depressing,
severely practical, and utterly uncomfortable barrack-like structures it
erected itself It says much for the British soldier that he has been able to
maintain even in Aden his reputation for rising above his surroundings,
for those once stationed there will say they enjoyed themselves.

I have been told that I am utterly exceptional in having liked Aden
before I came there to live. It was familiar enough to me in its externals
from the short visits I made to it on my way to and from Zanzibar and
Mauritius, but if I try to justify my early affection for it I shall probably
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